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assurances and then was obliged to ^vithdraw those assurances owing
to a change of decision in some other ministry. The Finance Ministry,
for instance, has taken the position that the Ministry an4 not the
Swiss Minister has custody of the effects of the Embassy and of its
officers and will decide all matters of the disposition of such effects.
This, of course, is absurd, and Gorg<£ quite properly pointed out to
Kiuchi that in such a case the members of the Embassy would have
no legal rights of protection as they could not have recourse to the
Japanese courts of law. Yet all kinds of arbitrary decisions are taken
by 'the other ministries without consulting the Foreign Office on
points of international law or usage.
Another point is that the police in Yokohama will not allow the
Swiss delegate to visit one of the civilian internment camps, and
they want two representatives of the civilians to meet the Swiss dele-
gate at the police office. That, of course, is contrary to all inter-
national usage, and it implies that something is wrong with the
camp. The civilian delegates would of course be warned by the
police not to complain lest matters be made harsher for them. No
such prohibitions arose in Germany during the last war, and we
used to visit the civilian camp at Ruhleben at least every week. In
other parts of Japan the Swiss were allowed to talk to the prisoners
quite alone and without the presence of any police official. There
seems to be no co-ordination, and each official takes such arbitrary
decisions as he sees fit.
WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY
February 22, 1942
Washington's Birthday, and Sunday. At the end of the hymns
we sang the " Battle Hymn of the Republic " and then the national
anthem, and at 11.30 we had the entire staff at the Embassy, where
I proposed a toast to the President.
THE DEFEAT OF JAPAN IS CERTAIN
February 28, 1942
With Japan steadily expanding her conquests and with so little
to show on the credit side of the ledger up to the present, it is diffi-
cult to foresee the certain eventual victory of the Allies and Japan's
final defeat Yet of that final defeat I have not the slightest doubt.
As I have said, that defeat seems to me as mathematically certain as
the law of gravity.
Prophecies unsupported by facts are perhaps idle day-dreams, but
I visualize the eventual outcome somewhat as follows : Germany will
eventually crack, either through economic dissolution, especially
through lack of oil, or through revolution, possibly commencing in
Ac occupied countries. I know the breed by l6ng experience:

